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1.) Reasons why we need to study the doctrine of humanity: 
 

• To address _____________ ________________ 
 
 We face many challenges in the world over the question of man. What about 
 cloning? What about stem-cell research? Should practices be banned or should 
 there be restrictions? What about abortion or euthanasia? What do these things 
 say about the dignity of human life? Add to this, racism and the questions of 
 equality, and the question  “What is man?” has  new urgency.  
 

• To Develop _____________ ____________ 
 
 We need to have a right relationship with other people (especially people who 
 are different than us or who disagree with us). If we hold the view that everyone 
 is made in God’s image, then we realize that we should treat all people with 
 respect and dignity even if we do not agree with them.  
  
2.) Some distorted or false views of man: 
 

• View 1: Man is just a _______________ 
 
 People can be identified by what they do rather than by what they are. The 
 tendancy is to value people for what they can contribute, how useful they are to 
 us, rather than by the kinds of people they are.  
 

• View 2: Man is just an ________________ 
 
 People have many physical (and behavioral) functions similar to those of 
 animals. Yet, a more careful study of man will show that he is very different from 
 animals (in his goodness and in his cruelty).  
 

• View 3: Man is just an _________________ _____ ________________ 
  
 Some people argue that humanity’s uniqueness is purely accidental, a 
 product of chance in a vast and impersonal universe. Such a view has led to 
 hopelessness: What is the purpose of life if we are just an accident? 



3.) The Christian view of humanity: 
 

• We are ______________ beings 
 
 Genesis 1:27 “So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he 
 created him;  male and female he created them.” 
 
 Acts 17:25, 28 “…he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything. 
 And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the 
 earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling 
 place, that they should seek God, and perhaps feel their way toward him and find 
 him. Yet he is actually not far from each one of us…in him we live and move and 
 have our being…” 
 
 Psalm 100:3 “Know that the Lord, he is God! It is he who made us, and we are 
 his;  we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.” 
 

Isaiah 64:8 “But now, O Lord, you are our Father;  we are the clay, and you are 
our potter; we are all the work of your hand.” 
 
Isaiah 43:7 “…everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my 
glory, whom I formed and made.” 
 

• We are _________________ beings 
 

Psalm 139:13 “For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my 
mother's womb.” 
 
Nehemiah 9:6 “You are the Lord, you alone. You have made heaven, the 
heaven of heavens, with all their host, the earth and all that is on it, the seas and 
all that is in them; and you preserve all of them; and the host of heaven worships 
you.” 
 
Romans 2:14-15 “For when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do 
what the law requires, they are a law to themselves, even though they do not 
have the law. They show that the work of the law is written on their hearts, while 
their conscience also bears witness, and their conflicting thoughts accuse or 
even excuse them.” 

 
• We are _________________ beings 

 
Genesis 3:2-7 “But the serpent said to the woman, ‘You will not surely die. For 
God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like 
God, knowing good and evil.’ …she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave 
some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were 
opened, and they knew that they were naked…” 


